
INRE:

BEFORE

THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION OF

SOUTH CAROLINA

DOCKET NO. 87-223-E - ORDER NO. 98-502

JULY 2, 1998

Least-Cost Planning Procedures for Electric
Utilities Under the Jurisdiction of the Public

Service Commission.

i )

) ORDER MODIFYING

) REPORTING

) REQUIREMENTS

This matter comes before the Public Service Commission of South Carolina (the

Commission) on the February 3, 1998 Petition filed by Duke Energy Corporation (Duke)

which requested modification of this Commission's Integrated Resource Planning (IRP)

Order by replacing Order No. 91-1002 and the Appendix A attached thereto with

modified reporting requirements. Carolina Power & Light (CP&L) and South Carolina

Electric & Gas Company (SCE&G) filed documents supporting Duke's proposal.

Comments from the parties were then solicited.

On April 16, 1998, the South Carolina State Energy Office released a report

performed by Slater & Associates regarding the adequacy of the Commission's existing

IRP rules. Basically, the Slater Report recommends that the Commission's existing rules

be amended to require electric utilities to file additional information, provide additional

demand-side management programs, and require the Commission to formally approve a

utility's triennial integrated resource plan. The Commission then requested comments

from the parties in this Docket on the Slater Report. Some of the comments received fully

supported the recommendations in the report, while others urged this Commission to
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rejecttherecommendations.Theissueof confidentialityof certainmaterialscomprising

thereportingrequirementswasalsoraised.

We haveexaminedtheoriginalPetitionby Duke,thesupportingPetitions,the

SlaterReportitself, andthecommentsof all thepartiesin thisDocket,andhavereached

anumberof conclusions,whichwehold areapplicableto all investorownedelectric

utilities. First,with regardto theconfidentialityrequirementsquestion,we holdthat

electricutilities mayrequestthatinformationdeemedconfidentialorproprietarybeheld

in confidentialityby this Commission.TheCommissionmaythenmakeadecisionon

whetherornot to grantarequestfor confidentiality, however,suchadecisionregarding

confidentialityis subjectto challengeby theutilities andinterestedpartiesthrough

establishedlegalchannels.

We havealsodetermined,afterstudyingthematerialsin this Docket,that wedo

believethatIRP filings shouldbemodifiedfrom thepresentrequirements.IRP filings

shallcontainthefollowing information,andtheCommissionshallprovidefurther

informationto interestedparties,whichtheCommissiondeems,afternoticeand

opportunityto respond,necessaryfor interestedpartiesto reasonablyunderstandthe

following information:

1. Thedemandandenergyforecastfor atleasta 15-yearperiod.

2. Thesupplier'sorproducer'sprogramfor meetingtherequirementsshown

in its forecastin aneconomicandreliablemanner,includingbothdemand-sideand

supply-sideoptions.
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3. A brief descriptionandsummaryof cost-benefitanalysis,if available,of

eachoption,whichwasconsidered,includingthosenot selected.

4. Thesupplier'sandproducer'sassumptionsandconclusionswith respectto

theeffectof theplanonthecostandreliability of energyservice,andadescriptionof the

external,environmentalandeconomicconsequencesof theplanto theextentpracticable.

TheIRP filing shallalsocontainanyotherinformationasdeterminedappropriate

from timeto timeby theCommission.

Webelievethatthisrequiredinformationis agoodbalancebetweenthepresent

IRPrequirementsandtheinformationrecommendedby theSlaterReportin today's

regulatoryenvironment,andwill furnishhelpful information,while minimizingthe

reportingburdenon theinvestorownedelectricutilities.

ThisOrdershall remainin full forceandeffectuntil furtherOrderof the

Commission.

BY ORDEROFTHE COMMISSION:

ATTEST:

ExecutiveDir_or

(SEAL)


